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INTRODUCTION 


On August 15, 1945, the Korean people were [:berated 
fom the yoke of Japanese imperialism by the Soviet Army, 
and embarked upon the road of building a new life. 

Since then in the field of culture, too, as in the political 
and economic fields, great successes have been registered. 

The people’s power established in the northern part of 
the country and its vitality made it possible to usher in a 
new people’s culture. The correct cultural policy and ihe 
wise leadership of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Gov- 
ernment headed by Comrade Kim I] Sung have been the 
ouiding ‘star for a new culture in the North. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea already in its early days 
laid out a correct general line for establishing a new peo- 
ple’s culture, based on the principles and general line set 
forth by Comrade Kim I] Sung during the anti-Japanese 
partisan struggle in the 30s. | 

Article 10 of the programme of the Worker's’ Party of 
Korea stipulates that reforms wiping out remnants of the 
Japanese system will be instituted in the field of education 
and culture. Moreover, the entire Korean people, irrespec- 
tive of property status, religion or sex, will be provided with 
right to education and, at the same time, the Korean na- 
tonal art and culture as well as science will develop 
steadily. 

Since the country’s liberation unparalleled progress ha's 
been made in the field of culture under the correct Party 
cultural policy in every stage of the revolution—the peace- 
ful democratic construction period (1945-1950), the Father- 
land Liberation War period (1950-1953), and the posi-war 
economic restoration and _ socialist construction per‘od 
(from 1953 up to the present). Already universal compulsory 
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tniddle school education has been effected, and plans for 
compulsory technical education are being pushed ahead. 

No less than 37 institutions of higher learning have 
been established in the northern part of the country where 
there had been none before liberation. 

Today in our country one out of every four persons is 
studying in school free of charge. So far some 100,000 tech. 
nicians and experts in every branch of the national economy 
have been trained by the specialized schools and higher edu. 
cational institutions. 

Besides, throughout the country theatres, cinema houses, 
clubs and libraries are being built and the activities of ari 
circles have been greatly promoted, while the number of 
young writers and artists keeps growing. Very often our 
artists give performances in foreign countries and our na- 
tional art is highly acclaimed by international audiences. 


POPULAR EDUCATION 


Only after the country’s liberation in 1945 were the 
Korean people given the real opportunity for far-reaching 
reforms and democratic development in the fields of educa- 
ton and culture. 

The 1945 liberation found the country’s educational 
system in a miserable condition. The evil aftermath of 
Japanese colonial enslavement education had a ‘telling 
effect on the country. 

No less than 2,300,000 adults could neither read nor 
write and only 35 per cent of the school-age children were 
attending primary schocls. Throughout the northern part 
of the country there were only some 50 middle schools and 
rot a single university wais to be found. 

However, the miserable picture of the educational sys- 
tem before liberation was not limited to this. In every edu- 
cational institution, from primary school's to colleges, a 
strict discriminatory policy was practiced against the Ko- 
rean children. High rate of tuition and innumerable con- 
tributions and dues barred the absolute majority of workers 
and peasants from sending their children to schools. The 
Japanese authorities went so far as to forbid the Korean 
children to use the Korean language in schools. 

Under these circumstances, the Workers’ Pariy of Korea 
and the Government directed special attention to wiping 
out the Japanese legacy in education, establishing a new 
democratic educational system, and training national 
cadres, thus raising the level of education, culture, and 
technology of the nation. 

In November 1945. and in the following March the 
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Tentative Measures for School Education in North Korea 
and the Decision on the Improvement of School Education 
were released respectively. Under these decisions the Japa- 
nese remnants in education were w:ped out thoroughly. This 
was followed by establishing firmly the basic principles and 
the line of democratic education worked out on the 20-point 
Programme that Comrade Kim I] Sung made public in 
March 1946. Then in accordance with the regulations on the 
schooling system in North Korea adopted in December 1946 
by the Provisional People’s Committee, a unified school 
educational system was esiablished governing pre-school 
education, popular education and higher education. 

Every year, the Government appropriated enormous 
funds for education and the entire people with pairiotic zeal 
came out in the struggle for building school facilities. 

At the same time, a national drive wa's launched for 
wiping out illiteracy. 

By 1948, no less than 94.3 per cent of the school-age 
children were enrolled in schools. And in 1949 the number 
of primary and middle schools reached more than 5,000, in 
addition to 15 institutions of higher learning, 177 senior 
middle schools, not to speak of scores of correspondence 
courses of university level. Moreover, there was hardly an 
illiteracy case to be found in the country by 1948. For adult 
education, there were 1,490 adult schools (a two-year 
course) and 160 odd adult middle schools (a three-year 
ccurse where some 100,000 and 14,000 respectively were 
studying. In 1949, there were some 130 factory technical 
and 17 specialized ‘schools, the former being a three-year 
course and the latter a three-to-four-year course. 

The same reforms and development were to be noted in 
the composition of school curriculums. 

The educational methods and texbooks forced on the 
Korean children by the Japanese colonialists were done 
away with after the country’s liberation. New curriculums 
were drawn up and new textbooks edited, all in Korean, The 
new education aimed at training the Korean children in the 
spirit of Marxism-Leninism, inculcating on them the patziotic 
revolutionary tradition of Korea, and advanced ‘science. 
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A new democratic academic atmosphere was created in 
schools and. a new moral code for the collective came into 
being among the school chi!dren and students. 

Relying on these far-reaching achievements the Gov- 
ernment decided to enforce un‘versal compulsory primary 
school education starting from the 1950 school year. And 
the entire mation, welcoming whole-heartedly the govern- 
ment move, pushed ahead with preparations for it. 

However, it was not to be materialized. On June 25, 
1950, the U.S. imperialists and their hirelings the Syngman 
Rhee clique started the ageressive war against our country. 

American aggression not only prevented the Korean 
reople from enforcing a compulsory educational system, but 
inflicted untold damage in ihe field of education. 

During the war about 90 per cent of the total schools 
were reduced io ashes by the invaders. However, despite 
the enemy’s ‘savagery, teaching went on steadily. Schools 
were transferred to places of safety in the rear or classes 
were held underground in the air-raid shelters. When the 
enemy bombing became so severe that it was difficult to 
hold regular classes, the classes were divided into several 
smaller groups to keep going. 

Even under the difficult war condition, the Party and 
Government directed special attention to the welfare of the 
school children. Large funds were appropriated for educa- 
tion. More scholarships were given and the pupils and stu- 
dents were provided with daily necessities and school sup- 
plies. Besides, various special schools were built for the 
chi'dren of the People’s Army soldiers, partisans, and pa- 
triots, who fe!l in batt'e, and for those soldiers and parti- 
sans who became disabied. 

The Government confident of the ultimate victory of the 
Korean people in the war again'st the foreign aggressors 
laid down, while the war was raging in full fury, a long- 
range programme for training scientific and technical per- 
sonnel needed in the post-war reconstruction. The Govern- 
ment saw to it that great numbers of students were ad- 
mtted to the inst'tutions of higher learning while sending 
thousands upon thousands to the Soviet Union and other 
fraternal countries to continue advanced study. 


More than 14,000 teachers were decorated for their ex. 
emplary deeds. Among the students educated in the spirit 
cf patriotism and internationalism were many war heroes 
including Li Soo Bok who blocked an enemy’s gitn-muzzle 
with his young body. 


The Three-year Fatherland Liberation War ended in the 
Korean People’s victory. As soon as the hostilities ended, 
the whole nation came out for reconstruction. And our 
education too entered upon a new road of development. 

Following the signing of the truce, the Party and Gov- 
ernment took a series of steps for the rapid restoration of 
the school facilities destroyed by the Ametican invaders, for 
bringing back the educational system to normalcy, and 
for developing education to meet the need of socialist con- 
struction. 


During the post-war three-year economic reconstruc. 
tion period, the Government, giving priority to ‘schools, 
spent 29,900,000 won for restoring schoo] buildings. As a 
result, in two years after the signing of the truce, some 
19,000 class rooms had been restored or newly built and 
educational facilities were rehabilitated, and the number of 
schools and students had surpassed the pre-war level. 
Based on these achievements, in 1956, the final year of the 
post-war three-year national economic plan, the universal 
compulsory primary school education which the people had 
longed for so long came into being. 


Compared with 1949, in 1956 the number of primary 
school children increased by 1.1 per cent, and that of junior 
middle school pupils by 24.3 per cent. Many of the senior 
middle schools were converted into specialized schools. 
63,000 were senior middle school students while 36,000 were 
studying at various specialized schools. In 1953 there 
was an increase of 37 per cent over the 1949 figure in the 
rumber of students of 17 higher educational institutions. 
Likewise, the number of persons enrolled in the evening 
and correspondence courses of various higher educationa! 
institutions increased markedly. 

With the enforcement of universal compulsory primary 
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school education, a nation-wide movement was started in 
preparation for universal compulsory middle schoo] edu- 
cation. The Government appropriated large funds and 
rendered material and technical assistance to this end. 

During the 1957-58 school-year alone, between 5,000 
and 6,000 new class-rooms were built with state funds. As 
the number of schools increased there was one primary 
school in every area of three kilometre radius, a junior mid- 
‘dle school in every area of five kilometre radius. In 1957, 
92.2 per cent of the primary school graduates went on to 
junior middle school and in 1958, 100 per cent of them 
entered junior middle school. 

In October 1958, the law on universal compvlsory mid- 
‘dle school education and on preparation for universal com- 
pulsory technical education was enacted. 

Thus, for the first time in the East, universal compul- 
sory middle school education came into being in our coun- 
try in November 1958, some three years ahead of schedule. 
And preparation is in full swing for universal compulsory 
technical education, which will train technicians in greater 
numbers to meet the need of the ever expanding socialist 
economic construction. 

Already many specialized schools have been built in the 
fields of machine-building, electricity, chemistry, agricul- 
ture, commerce, fishery and arts. During the 1958-59 school 
year 143 such schools were newly opened, and 500 during 
the 1959-60 school year. Ii is expected the number will jump 
to more than 1,000 and 50 new higher technical schools 
will be opened during the current 1960-61 school year. 

In the post-war years, the pre-school age children’s 
training programme has seen also remarkable progress. 

Compared with 1956, the number of kindergartens 
crew 9.2-fold in 1957, and 18.3-fold in 1958. Again in 1959 
+ increased 11 times over. 1958. Taking 1949 as 100, the 
number of nurseries increased to 2,325 in 1957 and to 
7,250 in 1958. In 1959 the figure rose to 3.9 times compared 
with 1958. 

Moreover, in order to raise the general educational 
level of the entire working people to that of primary or 
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junior middle school graduates or above, new schools for 
working people (a two-year course) and working pecple’s 
middle schools (a three-year course) were opened in 1958. 
By the end of 1959 there were some 7,500 working people’s 
schoo!s and 3,100 working people’s middle schools. 

In 1959 in our country one quarter of the totai popu- 
lation of ten million were studying at 8,000 odd schools of 
various levels. (This figure of two and one-haif million 
students does not include those who are attending the 
working people’s schools and working people’s middle 
schools.) Primary schools number some 4,200 with an en- 
rolment of about 1,090,000 children. Then some 1,071,000 
pupils are studying at 2,710 junior middle schools. In the 
1959-60 ‘school year the number of higher educational in- 
stitutions increased to 37 and ai present there are some 
£2,000 students enrolled in them. 

Altogether there have been 3,200,000 graduates of vari- 
cus schools. The higher educational insiitutions and special- 
ized school's alone sent out 100,000 experts and technical 
workers to various branches of the national economy. 

In April 1959, tuition was abolished in all schools. 
Dormitories, permanent and seasonal, were built for those 
students from remote mountain areas. Moreover, the stu- 
dents of the institutions of higher learning and the higher 
specialized schools and most of the secondary specialized 
school students receive regular stipends from the state. 

Besides the regular stipends, special scholarships, 
“Kim Il Sung scholarship” and “Kim Chaik Scholarship” 
included, are provided for the promotion c‘ intellectual 
pursuit. 

And for those students who have no one to rely on, 
special provisions are made by the Government under the 
law. Particularly, for those students who come from South 
Korea, “The 10th anniversary of the Democratic Youth 
League Scholarship’ are available, and in addition. the 
Government pays out generous sums for their living ex- 
penises. 

The Government gives out uniforms to the students of 
specialized schools and higher educational institutons. Stari- 
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ing from the 1959-60 ‘school year the entire school children 
and students are provided uniforms by the state. 

With the increase of schcols and students the training 
and re-education programme of teachers has been rigidly 
pushed ahead. Every year thousands of new teachers come 
from the teachers training institutes and pedagogical in- 
stitutes. 

In the postwar years, popular education has scored 
vreat achievements in content also. 

The Third Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
eld in April 1956, stressed, in view of the rapid social 
development, the importance of training technical per- 
sonnel, the introduction of the basic technical courses 
into general education, the upholding cf the principles of 
“work while studying and study while work'ng,” the estab- 
lishment of individualiiy in the field of education, and the 
raising of the, scientific and ideological level in education. 

In accordance with the decision adopied at the Third 
Congress, a longer work-training period was ass:gned to 
the specialized schools and institutions of higher learn‘ng 
«nd the combining of education with productive labour be- 
came the guiding principte of education. Moreover the link 
between schools on the one hand and factories, construc- 
tion sites, agro-livestock farms and fisheries on the other, 
became closer. Thus, the students of specialized schools 
and other higher educational institutions came to take part 
in drawing up designs, building machines, construction and 
rural work. Their book knowledge was put into practise. 

In the field of general education, too, the schoolwork 
was ‘brought closer to life and measures were taken for 
combining education with socially beneficial labour, Con- 
sequently, the students are taught, in parallel with the 
general subjects, basic industrial and agricultural know- 
ledge and skill. Thus, the pupils are trained from their 
early childhood to make their learning practical and acquire 
working and technical skill. In short, they are given all- 
round training. 

At the same time communist education was intensified. 
The new generation is made io realize firmly the superiori- 
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ty of our system, to love their gloriovs fathe.land, io hate 
their class enemy, and to live by collective principles. 

Mention must be made of the fact that communist edu- 
cation was pushed ahead in collaboration with the re. 
valutionary tradition set by the anti-Japanese partisan strug. 
gle carried out for 15 years by the Communists under the 
leadership of Comrade Kim I] Sung. The revolutionary tradi. 
tion has been the source of inspiration and unbending mili. 
tant spirit of the young people and of their confidence in vic- 
tory, revolutionary optimism and determination to serve the 
people and the country. 

However, as the socialist production relations have be- 
come predominant in the urban and rural areas and as 
socialist construction marches on at the speed of the 
Chullima (Winged horse), a new task has been presented 
before popular education. That is, every student has to be 
trained in the ‘spirit of Marxism-Leninism, He has to 
possess not only a high degree of scientific knowledge, but 
must be equipped with practical skill for producing material 
wealth for socialist construction. 


The Sixth Session of the Second Supreme People’s 
Assembly, held in October 1959, adopted the law on the 
reorganization of the popular education system. 


Under this law, within the next two to three years there 
will be a general reorganization of the educational system. 
And at the same time, education will be brought still closer 
to productive labour, educational, technical, and ideological 
end political level of the youth wll be raised even higher, 
and a yet greater number of engineers and technicians will 
be trained to meet the needs of the national economy and 
scientific and cultural fields. 


The new school system envisages kindergarten, four- 
year primary school, three-year middle school, two-year 
technical school, two-year higher technical school and 
four-to-five-year institutions of higher learning. There will 
aiso be four-year post-graduate courses. 

Besides the above-mentioned regular schooling system, 
there will be evening technical schools (a two-year course), 
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evening and correspondence courses of university level (a 
four-to-five-year course). For training teachers, there will 
be teachers training institutes (a three-to-four-year course) 
and pedagogical institutes (a four-year course). In addi- 
tien, there will physical training schools (a four-year 
course), eleven-year schools specializing in music and 
dance, fine arts, foreign languages schools (al'so an eleven- 
year course). The labour inst‘tute (a three-year course) 
completes the list. Of course, the two-year course for working 
people’s schools and the three-year course for working peo- 
ple’s midd'e schools for aduli education should not be 
omitted. 

The most outstanding feature of the new popular edu- 
cation system is the fact that all existing senior middle 
schools are to be abolished. Instead technical ‘schools and 
higher technical schools, a two-year course each, will be set 
up, where one will learn more than one skill while receiving 
a middle school education. 

Furthermore, under this law, the universal compulsory 
technical education system will be enforced from the 1962- 
63 school year, a nine year schooling system—four years 
oi primary school, three years of junior middle and two 
years of technical school. And it is expected that in the near 
future it will be extended to eleven years, adding two mere 
vears of higher technical ‘school. 

The younger generation of our country are trained, as 
seen above, into full-fledged socialist workers in general 
knowledge and in specialized skill. 

This is anoter fruit of the correct educational policy of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea. All these achievements are a 
living testimony to the parental solicitude of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea for the coming generations, to the superio- 
rity. of the socialist system and to the vitality of the na- 
tional economy of our country. 


SCIENCE 


The Korean people have registered many scientific 
achievements through their long history. However, their 
brilliant tradition was trodden underfoot by the Japanes» 
imperialists during their occupation of Korea. 

Under these circumstances, as soon as the country was 
liberated steps were taken immediately for training scienti- 
fic personnel while establishing scientific research or- 
ganizations to study the scientific and technical questions 
arising in the course of development of the national eco- 
nomy. 

The people’s power established Kim Il Sung University 
and other higher educational institutions in 1946 to train 
scientists.and technical personnel. At the same time a pro- 
gramme of re-education was instituted for the existing 
scientific workers trained during the Japanese rule, though 
the number was limited. Then post-graduate courses were 
established in certain institutions of higher learning since 
1949, 

Soon after liberation the Central Chemical Research 
Institute, Central Mining Research Inisiitute, State Veteri- 
nary Research Institute, Korean History Compiling Com- 
mittee, Korean Language Research Institute, etc. were est- 
ablished. 

The Soviet Union dispatched able scientists in great 
rtumbers to our country to help our scientists in their work, 
while many Korean scientists and research workers wenl 
to the Soviet Union to ‘siudy. 

Thus during the peaceful construction period, a firm 
‘sundation wa'’s built for the further development of science 
and no small successes were registered in the fields of na- 
tural, technological and social sciences. 
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However, the war the U.S. imperialists started hindered 
greatly scientific development. But, our scientific workers 
trained by the Workers’ Pariy of Korea confident of the Ko- 
rean people’s ultimate victory in the war, transferred re- 
search institutes to remote mountain areas and kept on with 
their work, solving many scientific questions that arose in the 
course of the war. 

Scientist's, teachers and professors of the higher educa- 
tional institutions organized “War-time Science Research 
Brigades” and helped the work in trade, transport, communi- 
cation and construction fields. Many worked in the field 
hospitals and medical institutions in the rear. 

Despite the difficult war situation, the Government Sei 
up in 1952 the Academy of Sciences of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea to help guide the scientific workers 
in a unified and planned way. 

As the permanent leading organization, the Academy of 
Science has its own standing commiitee. There are nine 
ceparate research institutes in the Academy. 

With the victory in the war, a new task was laid before 
the scientific workers. For the prosperity of the country, the 
national economy had to be rehabilitated and expanded and 
a technical reform introduced. To this end, our scence had 
to be developed further. 

All scientific facilities were provided for these purposes. 
And to meet the need of ihe rapidly growing national econo- 
my the research institutes under the Academy of Sciences 
were expanded, The Agricultural Research Institute was re- 
named the Academy of Agriculture (Now the Agricultural 
Science Committee) and the Medical Research Institute was 
reorganized into the Academy of Medical Science. Then re- 
search organs were set up in various production ministries 
and ‘sufficient research apparatuses and technical books 
were provided. 

The Workers’ Party of Korea, keeping pace with the 
rapid economic reconstruction in the post-war years, laid 
down concrete measures for the further development of na- 
tion’s science. 

The scientific worker's were called upon to catch up with 
the advanced world science level within a short time, com- 
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bine science with production, develop further the country’s 
scientific heritage, and study and adopt systematically the 
scientific achievements of the Soviet Union and other ad. 
vanced countries. 

Basing themselves on the general line, the scientists put 
emphasis on ‘solving urgent questions in connection with the 
economic development and using the scientific results of 
the advanced countries suitable to the actual conditions of 
the country. Particularly, stress was put on combining the 
scientific research work with production and the scientists 
took their research work into factories, agricultural co-ops, 
and mines. At the same time mystery about technology was 
shattered and all conservative tendencies in scientific re. 
search were resolutely rejected as they proved a big ob- 
stacle to our scientific development. 

The ‘scientists were greatly aided and inspired by the 
labour innovators, while helping in theorizing the working 
masses’ experiences and new ideas. And no small successes 
were attained by them in solving many probiems arising 
in the course of the rapid economic development. 

To solve the clothing problem speedily, it was necessary 
to develop the ‘synthetic fibre industry. At present Academi- 
cian Dr. Li Seung Ki and candidate member of the Academy 
of Sciences Yu Kyung Koo are engaged in research on se- 
curing vinalon from acetylene, the raw material which is 
cuite abundant in our country. Already vinalon, vinyl 
chloride and plastics are about to be produced in quantities 
and it is expected that the vinalon indu'stry will be operated 
in full schedule shortly. 

In the field of metallurgical industry, our scientific work- 
ers succeeded in using ferro-coke in iron production, Already 
95-30 per cent ferro-coke is being effectively used in smelting 
and the pig-iron output has gone up 35 per cent and econo- 
mization of coke by 23 per cent. 

It is expected that production of granulated iron by elec- 
tricity will be successful. 

The use of atomic energy for peaceful purposes is an 
important subject in making the best cf the scientific 
achievements of the Soviet Union and other advanced coun- 
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tries. At present a concentrated study is being made on ihe 
wide use of radioactive isotopes. 

In the field of research on the semi-conductor industry 
an intensive study is being made on securing germanium 
and silicon semi-conductor, which are available at a low 
cost in our country. It ils expected that semi-conductor ele- 
nent will be secured in the near future. 

At present a study is being made on introducing auto- 
mation to chemical and metal working industries, which 
will be automated completely from partial ones. 

Research and survey work on the natural resources as 
well as the geographical conditions is being pushed ahead. 
Utilization of water power for generation and irr’gation has 
been stepped up and nature remaking afforestation work and 
creation of forests of economic value are in full swing. 

Together with candidate member of the Academy of 
Sciences Won Hong Koo many zoologists are engaged in 
studying the fauna of the country, while an extensive re- 
search programme is under way for the country's vegetation. 
Much success has been scored in these fields. 

In the field of geology a !/200,000 scale geology map 
has been almost completed and it is expected a 1/50,000 
scale geology map will be finished soon. 

Much success has been registered in the study on the ra- 
tonal distribution of production in keeping with the natural 
resources and conditions. _ 

Hydraulic mining has been introduced. Particularly in 
the field of hard coal much success has been scored. Likewise 
4 new method was employed in ore-dressing to raise the 
extraction rate of lead, zinc, etc., giving much benefit to the 
state. 

Many advanced farming methods—raising rice seedl- 
ing's in cold-frames and dry beds and cotton seedlings in 
lumus-pot—are widely applied throughout the country. And 
a rational fertilizing system suitable to the land conditions 
has been worked out. Various insecticides are effectively 
used. 

For the further development of sciefice a long-range 
programme has been worked out and attention has been 
directed to developing physics, mathematics, dynamics, 
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chemical and other branches of study. 

Great results have been scored in the fieid of social 
science. All the successes achieved in the northern part of 
the country unde- the guidance of the Workei's’ Party of 
Korea have been theorised and the correctness of the Party 
policy, which brought today’s brilliant achievements in so. 
cialist construction by applying creatively the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism to the actual conditions of the country, 
tias been scientifically proved. Much success has also been 
scored in the study on bringing a further upstrge in the 
country’s socialist con'struction. 

Wide research is being made on the patriotic tradition 
of the Korean people, particularly on the revoiutionary tra- 
dition established by the anti-Japanese partisan's in the ‘30s 
led by Comrade Kim I] Sung. At the same time an exten- 
sive programme is being carried out for making a systema- 
lic istudy and collecting materials on the precious scientific 
and cultural heritage of the country as well as on its further 
Geveiopment. 

Our scientists maintain close link with the scientists of 
the fraternal couniries. Korean and Soviet scientists are car- 
rying out joint research in the fields of biology, geology, 
philology, economics, and history. A joint undertaking’ is 
made by the scientists of Korea, Soviet Union, People’s 
China, and Viet-nam on the marine resources. 

There are many doctors, professors, assistant profes- 
sors among our scientific worker's. The ranks of our scienti- 
fic workers keep growing. They are faithful people’s servants, 
who take great pride in serving the peop!e who are forging 
ahead in socialist construction at the speed of the Chullima 
(winged horse). 


LITERATURE AND ART 


In the northern part of the country after liberation 
literature and art have flowered brilliantly. 
All these successes in our literature and art attained 
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in the post-liberation years are inseparable from the correct 
literary and art policy of the Workers’ Party of Korea and 
its regular guidance. 

The literary and art policy of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea is elucidated in many articles and documents such a's 
the 20-point programme in the early days after liberation, 
Comrade Kim II Sung’s speech on “Literature and Arts 
Must Serve the People” delivered on May 24, 1946 at the 
meeting of political agitators and men of culture of provin- 
cial people’s committees and political and social organiza- 
tions of North Korea, the Decision of the 29th Presidium of 
‘re Party Central Committee on the establishment of a de- 
mocratic national culture in North Korea (March, 1947), 
the Decision of the 43rd Presidium of the Party Ceniral 
Committee met in September, 1947, and others. 

These documents clarified scientifically the democratic 
nature of the post-liberation Korean literature and art, in- 
‘-oduced the method of socialist realism in connection with 
the actual condition of the couniry, ‘safeguarded the Party 
principles and spirit of serving the people, and called for a 
staunch struggle against every expression of the reactionary 
nourgeois literature and art. These documents also dealt 
with the following points: the critical inheritance of national 
culture on the Marxist-Leninist principles, creative adop- 
tion of the achievements and experiences of the advanced 
literature and art of the Soviet Union and other countries, 
infusing the Korean writers and artists with the Marxist- 
Leninist world outlook, and intensifyng the work of mass 
culture and of training new writers and artists. 

Encouraged by, and grateful to, the Party the entire 
wiiters and artists rose to build a new national culture, In 
March 1946, the General Federation of Arts of North Korea 
was formed (later it was renamed the North Korean Gen- 
eral Federation of Literature and Art). The Federation was 
formed with Han Sul Ya, Li Ki Yung, Song Yung, and other 
progressive writers and artists as the core, who were con- 
nected with the Korean Association of Proletarian Literature 
and Art (KAP) formed during the Japanese rule over Ko- 
rea. The KAP with the socialist realist method contributed 
to the Korean people’s national liberation ‘struggle which 
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was waged under difficult conditions. 

Writers and artists of the federation went deep among 
{he masses and devoted all their energies to depicting the 
new people growing in democratic reality. As a result, in 
the post-liberation period, literature and arts scored great 
resuJts not only in quantity alone but also in the wide range 
of subjects and in freshness. 

In the northern part of the country where the people be. 
came the masters no more was labour a drudgery a's it had 
been but it became a thing of honour, something to be proud 
at. It became a force in building a new life and a new coun- 
try. The liberated Korean writers and artists found new sub. 
jects in the people’s creative labour. 

“The Growing Village,” a short story by Han Sul Ya, 
“Land,” a novel by Li Ki Yung, ‘A Worker’s Family,” novel 
by Li Book Myung, “Heritage,’ Pak Woong Kul’s short 
story, and many other works depicted well the new people 
who had become masters of the country, and their inner 
world as well as their over-flowing revolutionary optimism 
in the creative labour. 

Many works on the glorious revolutionary tradition of 
the anti-Japanese partisan struggle of the Korean people 
appeared. Typical ones of this period were Han Sul Ya’s 
“Hyullo” (Path of Blood) and epic poem “Mt. Baikdoo” by 
Cho Ki Chun. 

During the peaceful construction period, many works 
were written on the friendship and unity between the Ko- 
rean people and the Soviet people. Then many writer's, like 
Song Yung in his play “Head of Keumsan County,” devoted 
their pen io the South Korean people’s struggle and the 
peaceful unification of the country. 

In the field of theatre, starting with the State Drama 
Theatre many theatres were built in Pyongyang and local 
areas. Many theatrical groups were organized under differ- 
ent ministries. a: 

The theatrical workers developed further the national 
tradition of our plays, the revoiutionary plays written and 
performed by the anti-Japanese partisans in particular, and 
adopted creatively the advanced theories and experiences 
of the Soviet Union, particularly the Stanislawski method. 
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They put their hearts and souls into producing genuine peo- 
rie’s dramas. 

Music and dance too began to flourish as the people's 
music and dance in the post-liberation years, becoming na- 
tional in form and popular in content. | 

In 1946, ihe Institute of Dance was established, which 
vias followed by the organization of many dance troupes. 
Dancers uncovered and developed many national dances 
hidden during the Japanese days. 

Music began to sing about the new life and the new 
cociety. It encouraged the labour struggle. Particularly note- 
worthy was the rapid development of people’s songs and 
the national opera. 

The national music group, part of the Stale Art Thea- 
tre. began to work on reviving the traditional Korean opera. 
The Korean national opera enjoys a long history but, under 
Japanese imperialism, like all other branches of the national 
culture, il was trodden upon by the Japanese imperialists. 
Singers and instrumentalists of this branch were scattered, 
and there wa’s hardly anyone to take their places. 

However, with the country’s liberation, ihe traditional 
music artists began to reassemble and soon many Korean 
national operas were presented in new forms. 

In the field of fine arts many works, dedicated to the 
national economy reconstruction and the anti-Japanese strug- 
ole ane by Marshal Kim I] Sung, came out during this 
period. 
The film industry, suppressed by the Japanese imperial- 
ists, was revived soon after the liberation under the people's 
power. The State Film Studio was built in February 1947. 
During the peaceful construction period many documentary 
and feature films were produced. 

The aggressive war that the U.S. imperialists and 
Syngman Rhee clique started against our country presented 
a new task for our writers and artists. 

“All for victory!”—the war slogan put out by the Party 
was the slogan of the nation’s writers and artists. Everyone 
of them came out to join the sacred war against the foreign 
‘atvaders and their running-dogs. Many of the writers and 
ertists joined the People’s Army. In ‘short, the entire ranks 
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of writers and artists were mobilized for war efforts. 

First of all, in March 1951, the North Korean Generaj 
Federation of Literature and Art and the South Korean 
General Federation of Cultural and Art Organizations were 
merged into one—the General Federation of Literature and 
eats Korea—in order to carry out the war task more effec. 
tively. 

Mention must be made of the two speeches of Marshal 
Kim Il Sung which inspired the writers and ariists great. 
ly—his encouraging words to the writers in July 1951, 
and the speech he made when he received writers and 
aitists in December 1951. 

In these speeches Marshal Kim I] Sung touched uopn 
many important points in connection with the creative work 
of writer's and artists, namely, the patriotism of the Korean 
people, their mational pride, the true spirit of protetarian 
internationalism, -the aspect of the fighiing People’s Army, 
and Korean people's hatred for the enemy, etc. At the same 
time, he oftce again touched upon the highlights of the Pariy 
literary and art policy, clarifying the problems of develop- 
ing the national cultural heritage, bringing out the popular 
aspect, adopting the advanced culture of the Soviet Union 
and other countries, eic. 

Inspired by the correct guidance of the Party and 
Marshal Kim Il Sung, the entire writers and artists executed 
with credit the noble tasks assigned to them by turning out 
rnany works of high artistic and ideological content in vari- 
ous forms. 

During this period many outstanding literary works on 
the heroic Korean people’s unbending spirit against the 
elien invaders came oul. 

Among them were Han Sul Ya’s novel “The Taidong 
River,” Pak Woong Kul’s “A Senior Telephone Operator,” 
Hwang Kun’s “An Island in Flames,” Cho Ki Chun’s poems 
“Korea Fights,” Min Byung Kyoon’s long poem “The 
Uhruhri Plain.” 

All these works depicted vividly the Korean people's 
burning patriotism, their spirit of proletarian internation- 
alism, national pride, revoluticnary optimism, hatred of the 
enemy, and their ardent wish for. peace, 
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No less militant works were produced in the fields of 
theatres, dance, music, cinema, and fine arts. 

Under the war conditions, the theatrical workers ab- 
sndoned the performances in big theatres. They organized 
tnemselves into ‘several small groups. These groups gave 
erformances at the front for the heroic members of the Ko- 
rean People’s Army and in the rear at factories and mines 
‘or the workers, braving the rains of enemy bombs. They 
contributed greatly to instilling in the members of the armed 
forces and the people confidence in uitimate victory and 
inspiring them with revoiutionary optimism. 

In the spring cf 1952, the Moranbong Underground 
Theatre was built, where great performances were given 
while enemy bombs and shel!s showered down. In 1952 
alone, the theatrical groups gave more than 2,280 perfor- 
mances while musicians and dancer's made no less than 
1,400 appearances. 

Many documentary and feature films were made despite 
the fury of the war, and many paintings portraying the 
heroic Korean people came out. Particularly, outstanding 
were the “Pealsants welcoming the Chinese People’s Volun- 
teers,” a traditional Korean painting by Li Suk Ho, and 
“Mercenaries cf Wall Street” and “A Battle on the Stone 
Bridge,” both in oil done by Chung Kwan Chul and Sunoo 
Nam respectively. 

When the hostilities came to an end and the entire na- 
tion rose for economic reconstruction, the Korean people’s 
creative labour ‘struggle and the exciting reality presented 
the writers and artists with never-ending resources for their 
creative work. And the entire men of culture came forward 
with fresh zeal to activate their work in the new atomos- 
phere. 
A national conference of writers and artists was held in 
Pyongyang in November, 1953, in order to lay out their fu- 
ture course. 

From the rostrum of the conference hall many voices 
were heard. Every speaker expressed his determination to 
‘umn out better works, depicting truly and vividly the 
leroic working class and the peasantry who had risen for 
the national economic recovery and’ socialist construction. 
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All the writers and artists were unanimous in saying that 
they would strive for inspiring the people to achieve new 
and greater victories. Moreover, the conference, to facilitate 
independent development of each group reorganized the 
General Federation of Literature and Art into three separate 
oi ganizations—writers’ union, composers’ union, and artists’ 
union. 

The Third Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea held 
‘7 April 1956, marked a milestone in the further develop- 
nient of literature and art. 

In summarising the brilliant achievements of the writ. 
ers and artists attained during the war, the congress 
stressed that writers and artists ‘should reinforce their Party 
spirit, infuse themselves with the Marxist-Leninist world 
outlook, and study thoroughly reality. It also called upon the 
writers and artists to develop further the national cultural 
heritage and put up a resolute ‘struggle against the bour- 
eeois reactionary literary and cultural ideas, 

Upholding the spirit of the Third Congress of the 
Worker's’ Party of Korea the Second Congress of the Korean 
writers was held in October, 1956, which was follcwed by a 
national conference of artists. 

The writers’ congress called upon the writers to uphold 
the banner of socialist realism and launch a decisive sirug- 
gle against every shade of reactionary view's on literature 
and art, and schematism which fail to show the struggle be- 
tween truth and falsity as well as against vulgarized so- 
cialistic views expressed in criticism. 

The Second Congress of the Korean writers served 
greatly to promote the further development of literature and 
art in the post-war years. Thanks to the wise guidance of 
the Party and to the consistent efforts of the writer's and 
artists, our literature and art registered unparalleled quali- 
tative growth as well as quantative changes in the post-war 
years. 

Such growth in the field of literature was to be noted, 
first of all, in the number of novels that appeared following 
the war. Suffice it to point out that these novels depicted 
with great depth people's life. 

Li Ki Yung’s trilogy “Tumen River” must be men- 
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tioned. He has put out already the first and second parts. In 
‘nis novel the author descibels the Korean people’s revolu- 
onary struggle covering the period of the closing years of 
the 19th century to the March First Uprising in 1919, and 
chows that history is made by the popular masses. 

Han Sul Ya turned out, among others, “Mt. Sulbong,” 
“The Only Road,” and “Brothers.” “Mt. Sulbong” is on the 
peasants’ struggle in North and Soutn Hamkyung Provinces 
ugain'st Japanese imperialism, inspired by the anti-Japanese 
partisans organized and led by Comrade Kim I] Sung in the 
‘405. The South Korean people’s struggle for the country’s 
eaceful unification is brought to life in “The Only Road,” 
while “Brothers” deals with the war-orphan question, show- 
‘ag the noble humanitarian spirit of the Korean people. 

Song Yung produced his ocherk “Mt. Baikdoo Is Seen 
rom All Directions” on the heroic ‘struggle of the anti- 
Japanese partisans. 

Besides these, other outstanding novels and stories 
were: “My Fatherland” by Pak Woong Kul. It is a story 
of how the miners of the Kowon Coal Mine fought the 
enemy. Then there is Yoon Se Joong’s “Trials,” which pro- 
jected the struggle of the working class who, braving dif- 
ficulies and hardships, rose to rebuild an iron works, Chun 
Se Bong wrote “A New Spring in Sukkaiwool.” It is in two 
parts, depicting the peasants’ struggle for cooperativization 
and the co-op’s economic and organizational consolidation. 
‘The First Harvest” by Li Keun Yung deals with the 
same subject. The “Kaima Plateau,” written by Hwang Kun 
gives a picture of the Korean people's ideological growth 
covering the period between liberation and the Korean war. 
“Saint Susan” by Choi Myung Ik, a historical novel, should 
also be mentioned. It deals with the liberation of Pyongyang 
when Hideyoshi’s army invaded Korea. (The Imjin Pairi- 
otic War in; 1592-97.) 

In the field of poetry, besides the collected works of Pak 
Se Yung and Pak Pal Yang many new works appeared de- 
dicated to the post-war economic reconstruction and agricul- 
‘ural ccoperativization. 

The theatrical and film fields too became very active. 

On the stage, the contradiction between the old and new 
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which became miore acute in the course of the rapid econo. 
mic development in the post-war years was sharply pro. 
jected. And the brilliant successes scored in the factories 
mines and in the rural villages were brought vividly before 
the people. Some of the main stage works were: “The 
Phoenix” on the anti-Japanese pariisans’ heroic struggle 
“A Great Force” and “Trail-blazers” on the creative labour 
struggle of the people in the post-war economic recovery 
and socialist construction, and “Admiral Li Soon Shin.” 

The country’s film making began to flourish more than 
ever in the post-war years. Particularly, the decision (Febru. 
ary 1958) of the Presidium of the Pariy Central Committee 
on the further development of the film industry gave fresh 
impetus to the country’s cinema world. 

During 1959, more than 230 films were produced, an 
increalse of 29 per cent over 1958. Not only in numbers, but 
‘nin quality was the film making improved. “The Patriot,” 
“Comrades and Friends, Together with Us!” on the revoiu- 
tionary tradition of the anti-Japanese partisans, “The Urang 
River” portraying the heroism and noble patriotism of the 
People’s Army in the war, and the screen versions of old 
Korean classics “The Tale of Shim Chung” and “The Tale 
of Choon Hyang,” were some of the outstanding films made 
in the post-war years. 

Music and dance also made remarkable progress curing 
this period. It was to be noted ihat musicians and dancers 
paid special attention to giving national characteristics to 
the modern subjects. 

First of all, in this connection, the traditional Korean 
operas should be mentioned. True, the traditional opera “The 
Tale of Shim Chung” was revived and the “Princess Sun- 
hwa,” iraditional theme, wa's composed. New _ operas 
‘were composed with modern themes: “The Song of Yellow 
Sea,” written by Pak Pal Yang, composed by Jung Nam H: 
and Cho Sang Sun, both People’s Artists, and “A New 
Song Is Heard from the Village Across the River” libretto 
by Shin Ko Song and composed by Yun Yung Hwan and 
merited artist Kim Jin Myung. 

new opera “Speak Ye Forest’—liberetto by Song 
Yung, music by Li Myun Sang and Shin Do Sun, and the 
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nain role played by Kim Wan Woo—takes an important 
place among the operas produced in the post-war years. The 
participants mentioned above were awarded the first Peo- 
ple’s Prize in the field of literature and art. 

Starting with Li Myun Sang’s “Bochunbo, My Native 
Village’ many songs and instrumental pieces were pro- 
duced. Particular mention should be made of the fact that 
during this period the revolutionary ‘songs of the anti-Japa- 
nese partisans were made very popular. Throughout the 
country men and women, young and old, came to love these 
songs. The grand music and dance “Glorious Is Our 
Fatherland,” a performance of 3,000 artists, presented in 
honour of the 10th anniversary of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, deserves special mention. 

In the field of dance many work's with modern themes 
in traditional form came out. Outstanding among these 
dances are “Molten Iron Flows Out” which portrayed the 
iabour struggle of the working people for increased pro- 
duction and “Red Hearts” and “Chullima” on the hero:c 
working people. 

Under the Japanese imperialist rule the national acroba- 
tics and puppet shows were in obscurity, but they are now 
making full development. 

Traditional Korean paintings as well as oils, cartoons, 
posters, graphic works; ‘sculptures, and handicrafts have 
made singular progress in ideological content based on so- 
cialist realism and in developing further the national heri- 
tage. Some of the main works appearing in the post-war 
years were: Jung Kwan Chul’s “The Torchlighi of Bochun- 
bo”, an oil, portraying the brilliant revolutionary tradition of 
the Korean people, Kim Woong Joon’s “Dance,” the statue 
dedicated to the fallen fighters of the Korean People’s Army, 
and the ‘sculptures and paintings on the Friendship Monu- 
ment dedicated to the Chinese People’s Volunteers. | 

The successes the Korean national literature and art 
have scored during the pa'st 15 years since liberation under 
the banner of socialist realism, contributed greatly to ihe 
cultural exchanges with the Soviet Union, People’s China 
and other socialist countries and peace-loving people of the 
world, 


20 


The post-war Korean literature and arts put emphasis 
rot only on the development of national heritage but on ad. 
cpting the advanced literature and arts of the Soviet Union 
and other countries, The cultural exchange programmes be. 
tween the Korean and fraternal peoples, including the Soviet 
people, are more active than ever, and writers and art troupes 
from the fraternal countries and peace-loving people of the 
world visit cur country quite frequently. 

Many of Korean writers’ works are widely read in the 
Soviet Union, Pecple’s Republic of China and other social- 
ist countries as well as by the progressive segment of the 
world population. 

During 1958 alone, in the Soviet Union many Korean 
literary works including Han Sul Ya’s “Twilight,” Li Ki 
Yung’s “Land,’ Cho Ki Chun’s epic poem “Mt. Baikdoo,” 
and many other works in addition to such Korean cla'ssics as 
“The Tale of Choon Hyang” and “The Tale of Shim Chung” 
were translated into Russian and 17 other national langu- 
ages. 

Likewise, many Korean plays, film's, compositions, dan- 
a works of fine arts are widely known throughout the 
world. 

On several occasions Korean theatrical groups and 
music-dance troupes visited the Soviet Union and other fra- 
ternal countries contributing greatly to strengthening 
friendship with these peoples. 

The art exhibitions held in the U.S.S.R., the Peopie’s 
Republic cf China, and other countries were highly acclaim. 
ed, and the Korean films were well received by international 
spectators. The film version of the Korean classic, “The 
Zale of Choon Hyang” received a silver medal for photo- 
craphy at the 1959 Moscow film festival and the Korean 
Documentary Film Studio was awarded a silver medal at 
the 1960 Asian and African film festival for the document. 
ary film “To the Embrace of the Fatherland.” 

Particular mention muist be made of the repeated suc- 
cesses the young Korean artists scored at the world youth 
and students festivals. Their success was most noteworthy at 
the Seventh World Youth and Students Festival held in Vien- 
ria in 1959. Young Korean musicians and dancers introduced 
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the britiiant Korean national culture to the world public with 
credit. Some commented that “The Korean art is a golden 
art!’ The Korean artists took part in all events of this 
oe with much success. They walked off with 17 gold 
medals. 

Suffice it to point out that all these achievements the 
Korean literature and arts Scored did not come easily. On 
‘he contrary, the Korean men of culture had to put up a 
strenuous struggle against the attempts of the American im- 
perialists and their followers for infiltrating bourgecis 
‘deas into our country. And the achievements were made des- 
pite the cold-war against the socialist countries by the world 
imperialists. At the same time, our writers and artists had to 
fight the enemy propaganda of bourgeois reactionary idea's 
and the revisionists, by maintaining and strengthening the 
ideological unity of their ranks. 

Today our literature and art have entered upon a new 
path of progress under the wise guidance of the Party and 
Government. 

A new reality—socialist construction and creation 
of a communist literature and art—is being unfolded before 
the Korean writers and artists. Satisfying the people's 
aesthetic demand with literary and art works filled with 
the broad prospects of communism, and establishing a com- 
munist literature and art with revolutionary content and 
complete form will be a new landmark in our literature and 
arts and a step forward in the socialist realistic literature 
and arts. Our writers and artists are endeavouring to por- 
tray more vividly the heroic reality of revolutionary romanii- 
cism and broad prospect for the future, and to 
raise higher yet the national tradition and ideological and 
aitistic content of their works. 


MASS CULTURE AND PHYSICAL TRAINING 


As the people’s living standard improved the mass cul- 
tural work became more active. 
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Numerous cultural establishments were built through. 
out the country and they are used for mass political and 
cultural work. Art circles and physical training are also 
very popular among the ma'sses. More, these cu'tural estab. 
iishments serve an important link in the nation-wide cultura] 
revolution. 

The mass cultural work. centers around the democratic 
publicity halls and club houses. There were by the end of 
1959, 13,428 democratic publicity halls and 465 club houses 
throughout the country, in factories, co-ops, and in residen. 
tial districts. 

These establishments are used for infusing the working 
masses with the policy of the Party and Government as well 
as for popularizing scientific knowledge, skill, and general 
knowledge. Cultural activities go on regularly in thein, 

In recent years the number of theatres and cinema 
houses have grown remarkably. 


The theatres and cinema houses built during the peace. 
ful construction period were destroyed or burnt down by the 
U.S. army during the war. When the hostilities ended, the 
Government speni large sums of money for restoring 0; 
building theatres and cinema houses. Compared with 1949, 
in 1959 the number of theatres increased by 27.3 per cent 
and that of seats by 168 per cent while the number of cinema 
houses saw an increase of 236.4 per cent and that of seats 
an increase of 174.8 per cent. Then there were ‘some 420 
mobile cinema projector teams for rural population and 
factory workers. . 

In Pyongyang alone, the Youth Outdoor Theatre with a 
seating capacity of 20,000 was completed in 1959. In 1960, 
a grand theatre with a seating capacity of 2,000 came into 
being and it is expected that before the year is out an acro- 
batic theatre, a 1,000-seat drama theatre and five new 
miovie-hotses with a total of 3,400 seats will be finished. 

Before liberation there was only one single museum In 
the northern part of the country. But by 1959 the following 
museums had been built in North Korea: the State Central 
Liberation Struggte Museum, State Central Historical Muse- 
um, State Central Ethnographic Museum, State Central 
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Fine Art Museum, and loca! museum in every provincial 
seat. There are eighteen museums today in our country in 
addition to the Bochunbo Battle Memorial Museum and the 
fatherland Liberation War Memorial where one can glimpse 
the Korean people’s heroic struggles in the anti-Japanese 
partisan movement and in the Korean war. Besides these, 
study rooms on the history of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
ere built throughout the country in factories, offices, schools, 
aimy barracks, and in residential districts. 

In 1959 the number of libraries and books had in- 
creased by 74.5 per cent and 1599.2 per cent respectively 
over 1949. In 1960 a Central Library with two million 
volumes and a Central Science Library with a floor space of 
14.000 square metres will be built. 

A typical example of the rising ma'ss cultural work is 
to be seen in.the activities of various amateur art circles. 

Literary, drama, music, dance, painting, embroidery 
and other circles are wiely organized in factories, mines, ol- 
fices, rural and fishing villages, schoois and army units, Not 
only the people are masters of the country but they are 
masters of art. By 1958, some 1,980,000 people belonged 
to 80,000 odd various art circles. 

The ari circle leaders receive regular training while 
hundreds of writers and artists are dispatched to factories 
and co-ops, etc. to help the art circle activities. 

The literary and art circles come up with new works 
of their own creation expressing their joy in labour and in 
the ever-beitering life. Then they dig up the long-forgotten 
local songs and dances. Great numbers of circle members 
take part in the annual August 15 Liberation Art Festival 
where the unlimited creative energy of the working people 
in the field of art and culture is fully shown. Many talented 
artists came up from the ranks of the amateur circies. 

Thus the northern part of the country has been also 
turned into a land of art and culture of the working people 
which bespeaks most eloquently the ‘superiority of the new 
social system. 

Now let us turn to publication, raido, and physical cul- 
ture and sports. 

The Korean people take great pride in the fact that 
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metal types were used in Korea before any~ other countr 
ct the world. However, publication work was suppressed to 
the limit by the Japanese imperialists. 

But a new era came to the publication field in the North 
with the country’s liberation. Democratic freedom was en- 
sured and the publications inheriting the tradition estab. 
lished by the revolutionary publications turned out under. 
ground by the anti-Japanese partisans, became the speake; 
for the people, contributing greatly to the fatherland’s de. 
meccratic development. 

In 1946, a news agency was formed and 23 papers, 29 
magazines were published. Then about one million copies 
cf books were printed. 

Publication became more active as the national econo- 
my grew and people’s living standards improved. 

Even the severity of the war could noi stop the publica- 
tion work. 

Despite the enemy's indiscriminate bombing the papers 
aiid magazines kept coming out from the underground print- 
ig houses inspiring the people to final victory in the war. 
Our publications carried out the noble role of a powerful 
political and ideological weapon. 

In the post-war years the publications played a big part 
in raising the people’s socialist ideological level in. the eco- 
nomic reconstruction and dvelopment. More, they populariz- 
ed the achievements and experiences gained by our work- 
ing people as well as the advanced science and technology 
of the Soviet Union and other fraternal countries. At the 
same time, the publications contributed greatly to develop- 
ing the national classics and heritage. 

In 1959, there were 27 newspapers, Rodong Shinmoon, 
organ of the C.C. of the Workers’ Party of Korea included, 
65 kinds of magazines, and thousands of books were pub- 
lished. Compared with 1949, in 1959 the newspaper circula- 
tion increased by 56 per cent, the number of magazines 8.9 
times, and the number of textbooks and other books by 2.2 
times and 6.3 times respectively. 

Much of our publications has been introduced to 
foreign countries. 

In 1959 our country took part in the international books 
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exhibition. Many items of our publications, showing the long 
ristory of the Korean publication, were presented. Besides, 
the mews agency and various publishing houses maintain 
relations with their counterparts in the Soviet Union and 
People’s China and other countries. 

For foreign readers our country has “New Korea”, a 
fortnightly in Russian and Chinese, “Korea Today”, a 
monthly in English and Japanese, “Korea”, a pictorial 
monthly in Russian, Chinese, English, French and Japanese, 
1 addition to many books and pictorials in the above langu- 
ages as well as in esperanto. 

When the country was liberated on August 15, 1945, 
there wa's only one radio station in the North, a very poor 
local station. 

But, with the country’s liberation, the radio broad-cast- 
ing became active. The radio facilities were greatly improv- 
ed. Medium and short wave facilities were added. 

During the war our radio network suffered greatly, but 
the enemy could not silence our voice even one day. 

When the war ended the radio work made a fresh start 
with great vigor. In 1955 a new powerful medium-length 
wave station was built. As of the end of 1959, the electric 
capacity of the Central Broadcasting Station increased 238- 
fold and the broadcasting hour increased 13-fold as com- 
pared with the time when the country was liberated. In the 
same period the listeners increased about 10 times. The 
number of radio sets increased markedly and the radio be- 
came part of the workers’ and peasants’ life. 

There are radio programmes in Chinese, English, 
Japanese and Esperanto. 

The Korean radio broadcasting station joined the in- 
ternational raido organization in 1954 and under agree- 
ments we exchange radio programmes and experiences with 
the socialist countries, and exchange materials with 
Japan, Indonesia, Iraq, United Arab Republic, Finland and 
cthers, 25 countries altogether. 

Today, physical culture and sport are a matter of na- 
tional concern. 

Physical culture aims at training the youth to be so- 
cialist constructors, healthy, brave and optimistic. Parti- 
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cularly, thanks to the decisive measures taken by the Gov. 
ernment, physical culture flourished more in the post-war 
years. More than 7,900,000 won was appropriated by the 
Government for this field. This was an increase of 48 per 
cent over the previous year. 

As of the end of 1959 there were over 12,400 physica] 
culture groups formed in factories, offices, co-ops and 
schools, the membership reaching some 2,420,000. 

Many stadiums and play grounds numbering about 
5,000 are to be found in the country besides thousands of 
volleyball, tennis and basketball courts. The Moranbong 
Stadium in Pyongyang can accommodate more than 40,000 
spectators. 

To train the physical culture workers there is the Insti. 
tute of Physical Culture in addition to many training centres 
in provinces and the physical training courses of the insti. 
tutes of higher learning. In 1959 there were 137 physical 
training schools for the youth and children, but it is expect- 
ed that before long the number will be augmented to 300. 

The annual national physical strength exam:nation has 
been in force since 1948. In the 1959 examination hundreds 
of thousands of youth and children surpassed the First and 
Second Classes. 

In 1955, a new system for giving the title of champions 
and grading athletes and umpires was adopted. There were 
only seven masters of sport in 1955 but the number increas- 
ed to 58 in 1959 and more than 320 athletes established new 
records of the Republic. 

Every year many athletic meets are held. Particularly, 
in recent years, national games—wrestling, swinging, 
archery, etc, have become more popular. Our sportsmen also 
participate in the international sports meets with good re- 
sults. At present our football, ba'sketball, volleyball, boxing, 
table-tennis, winter sports, shooting, and wrestling associa- 
tions are members of the respective international organiza- 
tions. 

During the past 15 years since the country’s liberation 
Korean cultue has made singular progress and a broad 
prospect is unfolding with the rising socialist construction. 

But the picture is diametrically different in South Korea, 
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hough the whole country was liberated on the same day 
from the yoke of Japanese imperialism. 

Due to the colonial enslavement and war policy that 
the U.S. imperialists have been pursuing from the first day 
of their occupation of South Korea and to the traitorous 
policy of the Syngman Rhee clique, the culture in South Ko- 
rea, like the political and economic fields, has been on the 
downgrade. 

Take education in South Korea. 

In 1959, more than 446,000 school-age children were 
unable to attend ‘schools and in 1958 the number of illi- 
terates of 15 years of age or older reached 62.8 per cent of 
‘he total population. As of October, 1959, it was reported 
that the primary schools were short 32,220 classrooms, the 
middle and high ‘schools 5,421 and the colleges and univer- 
sities 7,010, Moreover, in 1959 the number of students go- 
ing to higher schools was further reduced to 42 per cent of 
the total graduates. The figure was 56 per ceni in 1954. 

Moreover, the American imperialists and the Syngman 
Rhee clique under the pretext of “self-supporting educational 
system”, burdened the children’s parents with excessive con- 
tiputions for colonial education. The parents have to pay 
large sums of the “‘self-supporting” school taxes besides 
several kinds of heavy contributions and fees. Schools have 
also been turned into a fertile ground for racketcers and 
there is no shred of academic freedom. The students are 
denied the pursuit of truth, science and technology. 

American imperialists and the Syngman Rheeites 
yreach misanthrophy, worship-America doctrine, and slave- 
like submilssion in schools. And every educational and cul- 
tural means is used to strangulate national sentiments and 
national conscience of the South Korean people. 

The Korean culture which enjoys a long history is trod- 
den under foot in South Korea, and only degraded U.S. 
films and cheap jazz flood South Korea. Every scholar, 
writer and artist with national conscience is suppressed 
ruthlessly by the U.S. imperialists and their puppets. 

Indeed, the national culture in South Korea is in a 
tniserable ‘state because of U.S. occupation of South Korea 
and the evil U.S. colonial policy. 
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Had not the U.S. armed forces occupied South Korea 
our fatherland would have been unified long ago and educa. 
tion, science, literature and arts in South Korea would hayo 
flourished as in the northern part of the country. 

Therefore, the South Korean youth and students, and 
men-of culture have risen with the entire people of South 
Korea in a heroic struggle against U.S. imperialism and the 
Syngman Rhee clique, demanding a new life, a new gov. 
ernment, and a new system, They refuse to reconcile them. 
selves to the mitserable life. 

Their patience came to an end after 15 years. In the 
face of the heroic struggle of the people the notorious trai. 
tor Syngman Rhee fell, and U.S. “prestige” dropped to the 
eround, But the U.S. imperialists produced another set of 
puppets headed by Huh Chung and are attempting to dam. 
pen the fighting spirit of the youth and students, men of 
culture and the people and make a mockery of the blood the 
youth shed. The Americans are using every trick while sup. 
pressing the people viciously. 

But the people keep fighting resolutely to root out the 
cause of their misery—the U.S. colonial ruling apparatus. 

Only by relying on the strong material foundation and 
the brilliant achievements gained in the fields of educaiion, 
science, and culture and arts in the northern part of the coun- 
try, can the culture in South Korea progress, Youth and stu- 
cents, men of culture and the entire people in South Korea 
ere stubbornly fighting, inspired by achievements in the 
North where the people lead happy life and where a true peo. 
ple’s culture is flourishing. 

The people, youth and students in the North fully sup- 
port the South Korean people in their struggle and the en- 
tire peace-loving people of the world also support them. 

No matter how vicious they may become, the U.S. im- 
perialists and their handful of puppets cannot check the 
heroic struggle of the South Korean people. A new dawn is 
breaking over South Korea. 

The occupation of South Korea by the U.S. imperialists 
-—the enemy of peace and culture—must come to an end, and 
the South Korean people too must enjoy the rich culture and 
share the bright, happy life with the people in the North. 
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